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tpN U1NED houses and abando
I LSJ homes tell sad stories, and

J [\\ Rambler when he comes u
^ ^ these heaps of debris or

serted and decaying: places that o

were homes yields to a feeling of lo
liness or sorrow, or at least to sc

emotion that is anything but gay.
the cloud or spell that comes upon
In the presence of these desolate pla
is not altogether unpleasant. It i:

common thing in the country for hou
to burn down and for homes to dec
The people who lived there last

probably living farther up or down

pike, or they may have moved into
other county, or, what is usual and li

Ty. tney navf muveu n»c

to try their fortune there and usus

to have a harrier lot than was th«

1n the country.
You know that you may he think

more sentiment about the heaps
brick and ash or the warped and rott
timber than the people are think
who lived there, yet you cannot h
doing it. probably because you do
want to help doing it. There is rea

a luxury in getting far away fr
other people and indulging in a 1 i 1
vein of happy melancholy. This st
of mind is not apt to last long if i
are in good health, and the pleasure
conjuring up ghosts around th
ruins will soon pall and you will gla
come oack to earth and to the c:
However, it is hard not to fall to thit
ing that this b.t of desolation was 01

railed a home by men and women t

that these walls and roof, if there i
roof, sheltered peopje who had th
little ambitions and jealousies, th
perplexities, disappointments and pr
lems which seemed important at
moment hut were trifles after all.

*
* *

Tt is remarkable how many relics
homes dot the country around Wai

Ington and how many you may see

you have an eye for such things,
is not so remarkable, though, wl

you reflect that this section has b«

quite thickly settled for going on ;

years, that fire takes a heavy toll
houses in the country, and that the i

* print or the impress or thai nome

the landscape may remain many, ma

years after every vestige of the bui
ings has disappeared.
There is no rule which can be h

down for the -ecognition or identity
tion of these spots, but the arran*
ment of the locust trees, the bla
walnuts, the cherry and apple trees

big bush, a bit of box or arbor vit
a garden rose run wild, a jonquil,
patch of blue forget-me-nots or son

thing of that kind may indicate tl
the spot was a human habitati1
There are also other signs. One
the broad-leaf plaintain. which is

% very common weed. It «' me from i
rope with the early adventurers or i
migrants, and it always took r<

where Europeans lived. The India
called it the white man's footprint,
something like that, for wherever 1
white man settled the broad-leaf pla
tain grew around his house. And it
a sturdy and persistent weed, whi
clings to the spot for many gene?
tlons after the home and its peo]
have perished. Another of these te
tale plants is the common malic
which children call by the name
'dolls' cheeses " There may have b«
a country home without some "do]
cheeses" in the yard, but the Ramb
has never seen one. and they keep
growing there after the house has i

turned to dust. Where a house w

the weeds.jicpson weed, poke bei
and wormseed.will he taller a

ranker than jn other places.
The trace of what was a road, a f<

trees that show they were part of
"walk" or avenue, may give you t
clue. You may even find a brick tl
was part of the chimney or found
tion. or a bit of glass or broken p<
tery. Plow over the site of a hoc
in the country, and relics of this ki
will remain in the fields for a hundr
years, though perhaps considerably
moved from the spot over which t

house stood. A spring with the re

of a springhouse, or a pit that was

^ cellar, or a well caved in may tell y

B the story that people once dwelt the
Last Sunday the Rambler rode in t

direction of Great Falls as far as Bel
view and then followed a well tra
eled dirt road to where it entered t

Great <
A/} F th® governments
QQff the world the governmi

11 JJ of the United States tr

the hardest to keeppeopleInformed of what it is doi
That is why this government print!
office here in "Washington is the bigg
printing office in existence.
"Th* fact that the office uses mi

than 32.000.000 pounds of paper a

more than 65,000 ounds of ink a y<

In printing: matter for distribut!
among the people is merely an in<
to the quantify of work turned out."
Cornelius Ford, public printer, h<

of the army of 4,000 employes in

grreat plant, was discussing: hie Job a

what it means.
"Every activity of this govemmi

gets into the printing office sooner

later," he went on. "and the numl
of those activities is almost p
counting. Every one of them hai
direct bearing on the lives and the
terests of some considerable portion
the public. That is why Uncle S
puts the record in print, so all n

read.
"The pity is that not all know h

readily all this vast store of inforn
tlon may be obtained, nor how use

it may be to them. But the public
learning The demand for governm
publications Is growing fast. That
as It should be. for the people ne
can know too much about their o

government.
"Of course, there is some wai

Sometimes an expensive publicat
% will be put out for whtch there is o

slight call, and thousands of cop
will remain in storage for years, u

xnately to be destroyed, but these
stances are becoming rarer and rai

More discrimination in ordering pri
4 ing is being manifested by the legie

tive and executive departments, j

the vigorous steps we are takf
through the office of the superintend
c>f documents, to inform the public
what we have on hand are resulting i
reduction of dead' stock.

*
a a

Waste, accordingly, is being
duced to a minimum. And furt
than that," added this bright-eyed,
tund Jerseyman, who presides over

government's greatest nianufactur
plant, "we are getting the cost of

* eration down and increasing the c

put. and that without cutting pay.
reduced cost and added to product
In the fiscal year 191*. and we di<

again in larger measure during
fiscal year 1915, which closed June
"Every plant, be it a printing pi

er any other manufacturing eatablt
ment, needs constant study to maini
it at its highest efficiency Every pi
ess must be studied and analyzed
order that economies may be in
duced That is what we are doing \
gnd the results show for themselve

"It costs now about $6,000,000 a 3
to run this plant and do all the pr
ing for the government. Stated l
way it looks big. But consider 1
there are 100,000.000 people in
United Statos and that the per ca

^ goat, when (Mftmmted among then
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mon
ny RUINED HOME ON PROSPECT ]

ldLeesburg and Georgetown pike on some ft
lid very bigh land between the valleys of o

.a_ Bullneck run and Prospect run. Then, b
instead of following the pike either to w

ick the west or east, he struck into an T
a abandoned road across neglected fields, a

* leading north, which would be in the tl
' direction of the river. The road led d<

to an abandoned farm, on a corner of T
lat wbich was a gray barn in an advanced ai

stage of collapse. A little farther on, tl
in a jungle of weeds and the upshoots u!
of silver poplar and paper mulberry ei

, trees stood a brick chimney, and among a;
J the weeds, stimulating them to ranker hi

>ot growth, were the ashes of a home. b

ins * J®
°r * *

a
he The ruin lies on the nose of a hill b|
«- looking through a deep "draw." A bit pi

jCh of the river flows in the middle ground n

ra_ of the picture and the background is **

pie filled by the Maryland hills. All £'
around the high clearing occupied by n,

ot the ruln the bills are covered with and tc

,en the ravines grown full of trees. The si

lis' sea of green foliage.fresh light green, b

ler rich dark green, gray green and blue t,
on green.was full of the spray of the
re- white and creamy inflorescence of
as, chestnut trees, and the hot, moist air
rv was heavy with the sweet odor of the
nd chestnut blooms. On the^ brow of the

hill and close 10 wnat nau uccu n»^

ew front of the house is aji old well, deep, .Jj
a dark and cool, and he"re the Rambler

he drank and rested, wondering who were d

lat the people that had lived here. No w

1a- other habitation was in sight, and in oi
>t- that very quiet neighborhood the Ram- n

ise bier saw nobody of whom he could
nd ask a question. Some time he will 111

ed come across the history of the ruin. ti

re- Walking west and entering dense j
he woods he passed through country of
lie steep hillsides, where great bowlders, c

j a fallen trees and laurel brakes lay and
ou grew among the standing timber. It M

re. is what is generally described as j'
he "rough country," or "difficult country." ti

le- There was no path and the land is cut k

lv- by those deep, winding ravines that
:he guide brooks from the uplands of Fair- si

Governm
in only 6 cents, and you will realize that,

t after all, it is not high.
"I am aware that the public has a

leB notion that the printing of the daily
its Congressional Record is our most specng.tacular achievement. It is a big task to

,nK print that very valuable,, if sometimes
derided 'daily,' but it is a task only inCEtcidental to the main work of the printery.This Record, with a full stenooregraphic report of the day's proceedings

md *n both houses of Congress, frequentlycontaining huge tables, and with the
saT copy frequently coming in as late as. 2
ion a.m.. Is set up, the plates made, 32.S00
lex copies printed, folded, gathered, wireatitchedand addressed for mailing in

. time to caicn me eanj »iviu».fe
'aa On an average each day's edition of the
the Record contains more than half a miltndlion em* of type. Still, its printing makes

no remarkable strain on the plant's facil- z.
ities.

"

ant 9
ni

or * * F
t>er "It is possible for us, to take one il- L
ast lustration alone, to set up, print and bind v<

i a complete an 1,800-page book within t<

in- twenty-four hours, without having to

of go outside the book department for aid.
am "Books? Why we are turning out ic
aay books all the time. The perennial best ti

seller of all books printed in America, s<

the Agricultural Yearbook, the demand r<

for which is steady and growing, is g;
produced here in an annual edition of g

7* half a million copies. The little matter i*

J of annual reports of executive depart- a

i_ ments and bureaus requires the print- ir

Ing of 365 books alone. But all of these oi

w_ are Just the beginning of our book
output. ci

3te "During the year Just closed we set 01

ion up cl°8e to 2,000,000 pages of book 0

nly work- and these, when printed in vary- r<

>ies lng editions, made up a total of
more than 4,000,000,000 printed pages. n

in_ The average production in the book comrerposition division is 7,000,000 ems of £
nt- t>'P® Per da>- "

5ia. "Few persons realize that the Conindf>ressional Record is not the only daily x

:ngf that we turn out here. Look at this,"
ent and Mr. Ford exhibited a pamphlet en- a

0f titled "Price List No. 26. Fourth Edi- ®

n a tion. Government Periodicals for Which S
Subscriptions Are Taken by the Super- *

intendent of Documents." In it was a *

list covering five closely printed pages. ?
of dailies, weeklies, monthlies and quarre-terlies of which Uncle Sam is the pubherUsher

ro_ Commerce Reports, issued by the
bureau of foreign and domestic commerce it

the Df Department of Commerce, is one j,
ing of the notable dailies. The Journal of
op- Agricultural Research is a pretentious il- 0

t lustrated monthly magazine. Under the P
title "Laws" one learns that for $1 a ses- ii

We sion one may obtain copies of the first n
Lion prints of all public laws enacted by Con- t
] gress, to be mailed to one's address
,. promptly on their approval by the Presi- 8

th* dent. t
30. * a

lant * *|j
Ish- The Department of Agricultude's gos- .
tain sipy weeekly Newsletter also is In the list. p
roc- The Patent Office Gazette, containing ii-

lUBirmnoiiB dim aescnpiiuiis w »*» r
labels and trade marks granted and regis- ^

8 tered for the week.a bulky publication. c
rear is another Journal of Importance. d
int- For $1.75 a year the superintendent of r
that documents will send you copies of all i
that Treasury decisions under customs, intheternal revenue, income tax and other c
pita laws, as rendered. One may also buy a

t, Is first prints of interstate commerce com- j

RSBfc,
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HILL IN FAIRFAX-COUNTY.

ix county to the river. About a mile
r this hardg oing brought the Ramlerinto what had been a clearing:,
ith the trace of a road crossing it.
here was no sign of human life, but
II other forms of life went on as

lough human -life were a mere indentin the great life of the world,
he clearing was growing up in trees
id in a few years it would be back in
le forest state. There was one particlarlyhigh and thick tangle of green*y,and going into it the Rambler came
gain upon ashes of what had been a

ome. The chimney was still standing,
ut this will soon fall and be swal

wedup and grown over. Here again
le Rambler could get no information
s to whose home it was. Birds and
ees were very busy about the place
roviding for themselves, and it was
o concern of theirs as to who had
ved there, or died there, or what tragiyhad been enacted when that home
timed down. "Men's troubles are of
o Interest to us, we attend strictly
» our own business, and hard luck
tories are a great bore," is what the
irds and bees probably would have
aid. It is the attitude of other creajresthan birds and bees.

* *

The Cat and the Monument.
[ HE unfortunate cat that jumped
* from the Washington Monument
urfng the construction of the shaft,
as the subject of some reminiscences
F the Rambler a few weeks ago. The
ttle story came under the eye of a
tan who was directly concerned in the

agedy of the cat. That man is John
Burns, and at the time of the inIdent.or the tragedy, in 1879, he was

mployed as a messenger boy at the
[onument. In the original story of the
jmping cat the Rambler, having oblinedhis information from a man who
new about the matter, wrote:
"The cat struck the ground near the
beds of John Shea, at the base of the

ent Prii
Cornelius Ford, th

People Informed of V
Capita Cost of Only (
Results of Research i
tistics of Output.

ilssfon decisions for 5 cents a copy
5 soon as they are rendered, or at the
ite of $1 a volume one may get on the
tailing list to obtain them promptly.
"All of this, however," went on Mr.
ord, "covers only one side of the work,
et me quote you from one of the adertisementswe put out in our circulars
> promote the distribution of governlentpublications in quarters where they
ill be useful:
" 'The government of the United States
the greatest of all publishers of scienflcworks. It employs thousands of

dentists, who are engaged all the year
>und in making researches and investiationsin all branches of agriculture, in
eology, in mining, in electricity, in chemitry,in astronomy, in engineering, in avition,in preventive medicine, in forestry,
i irrigation, and almost all other branches
f scientific inquiry. The arts of war as

^ell as those bf peace are also actively
ultivated. The greatest art of all, that
f free government, is strenuously carried
n by President, cabinet, senators and
presentatives.
" *The results of all these activities of the
»ost comprehensive and effective organiatlonever known are constantly reduced
> print and poured out in an incessant
ood from the largest printing plant in
ite world.'
"That gives some idea of the thing.

Vhile there is no university of the United
tatee in being, I like to think of this
D»«KH.hmant n« u rt>st\ university Of the
Jnited States. Certainly no university in
he land, in its courses, can cover the
ast ground and disclose the huge store
f knowledge that this government printmgoffice can.

w
* *

"And most of it can be obtained absojtelyfree. Through his congressman the
ndividual can obtain without cost most
f the publications of the government
rinting office, for to each congressman
i allotted a quota of documents, and in
lany instances free copies can be obaineddirectly from the departments reponsiblefor the publications. But someimeecongressmen's quotas are exhausted,
nd hence, for the convenience of the pubic,the system has been established of
naking available to all the reserve supilyat a nominal cost.
"Accordingly, if an individual happens

iot to want to bother a congressman, or

rants to secure a variety of documents
m a special subject, he can get what he
iesires from the superintendent of documentsThe price charged covers only
nan anH nrintinv

"To facilitate ordering. the printing
ifflce gets out apeclal price ltsta, such
is the one I showed you oh periodical
lUblicatlons. There are some sixty-odd

i t i
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monument. Dead? No! It was a 6e-
vere Jolt, but pussie felt relieved that
the noisy monster which had pursuedher to the top of the Monument
was no longer at her heels. But anotherdanger arose. The dogs of John
Shea. Any cat was an object of suspicionto those dogs, but this particular
cat dropping from the skies demanded
investigation. The cat ran and the
dogs gave chase. The story unfortunatelyhas a sad ending. No thought
of mercy swerved the dogs from what
they conceived to be their duty. It
would be pleasant to the Rambler to
relate that the poor and terror-strickencat escaped, but the odds against
her were too great. She died, but for
the honor of the cat family it is only
just to record that dying she put up
the best fight that was in her."
Mr. Burns has since given the Rambleranother version, and which no

doubt is accurate. He said: "I read with
considerable interest the story about a

cat that jumped from the Washington
Monument away back in 1S79, for the
reason that I was employed at the
Monument as a messenger boy, but
there are a few discrepancies in the
story which I would like to correct, as
I happeif to be the one who may be
partly held responsible for the cat's
tragic end. Boylike, on seeing the
cat prowling around the base of the
Monument, I 'sicked' John Shea's dog
onto it. Shea was the watchman then
at the Monument. The dog chased the
cat up the steps, following her to the
top of the part finished at the time,
which was about 200 feet, and she
Jumped from the safety net which had
been placed there a few weeks before the
event I am speaking of occurred. The
mesh of the net was rather large, and
the cat passed through It and down to
the terrace below. The dog rushed for
the cat aild shook it, but it was dead.
I took the cat to the back of the blacksmith'sshop, and with due solemnity
performed the duties of undertaker
with all the gravity appropriate to the
occasion."
Mr. Burns told the Rambler another

Washington Monument story. It is the
story of an owl that took up its resi-
dence in the unfinished shaft. Mr.
Burns said: "About six months before
the cat incident an event occurred that
may me of interest just now to oldtimersin Washington. An owl took up
its residence in one of the apertures
used for placing the beams for the
stairway. One morning I asked the
rigger, Charles Bute, to take me up in
his chair, for there were no stairs then.
He consented, and T sat in his lap while
the men below hoisted us up by block
and tackle. As we went up Bute discoveredthe owl and promised he would

ntery as
ie Public Printer, Tells of
/hat the Government Is
d Cents.Prints Numero
n All Sciences Made Av
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CORNELIl'S FORD,
of such special price lists, one for each
subject. For example, price list No. 63
contains a list of documents relating
to the navy. These include several hundredpublic documents inssued in recentyears, notable speeches in House
and Senate, reports on special subjects,
such as gunnery; in fact, it is a comV
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give it to me when we returned, but we
were no sooner at the top than we
heard the stern voice of P. H. McGloughlin,whose messenger I was,
calling on me to come down. I was

quickly lowered, but was disappointed
at not being able to get the owl, which
was more serious to me than the fear
of being rebuked for an infraction of
the rule that no one should be allowed
to accompany the rigger up the Monument.
"However, when Bute came down he

brought the owl with him. Col. Casey,
who was the engineer in charge, instructedthe carpenter to build a cage
for me to keep my captive in, which he
did. We christened the owl Gen.
Washington, and he lived under that
famous name for not more than two
or three months. When he died, the
colonel put him in the hands of a taxidermist,and had him fixed up in a

respectable way, and Mr. Owl was presentedto Mrs. Hayes, the President's
wife. It remained in the White House
during Hayes* term, and I presume was

taken away by Mrs. Hayes when she
i~#* wviu« Mouse."

*
* *

Mementos of the Capture of
Washington,

IT was published in the news not long
ago that a dredge, while deepening

the navy yard channel in the Eastern
branch, brought to the surface certain
relics, such as an anchor, chains and the
like, which were supposed to have gone
to the bottom there when the navy yard
and shipping were fired that they might
not fall into the hands of the invaders
on that fateful evening In August, 1814,
when so much public property in Washingtonwent up in smoke.
Among the fire losses at the navy yard

on that momentous night were the frigate
Essex, the frigate Columbia and the
sloop-of-war Argus. The Essex was

building at the yard. Her hull was nearlycomplete, being ready for coppering,
and Commodore Thomas Tingey, the
commandant of the yard, in his report
to William Jones, Secretary of the Navy,
said that she could have been launched
in ten days. Her masts and spars were
nearly finished, with timber sufficient on
he wharf to complete them, and all her
blocks, dead-eyes and the major part of
her gun carriages were ready. Two suits
of her heavy sails and nearly the same

quantity of her stores were finished in
the sail loft ready for bending, her standingrigging, etc., fitted in the rigging
loft and sufficient running rigging in
store for her complete equipment; her

a Univ
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plete bibliography of government publication*on the navy.
"As an instance, here we And listed

'Hearings before subcommittee of committeeon naval affairs. House, on hazingat the Naval Academy. February
15-24, 1908. 453 pages. Cloth, 40 cents
I use that as as a sample of old and
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large boats were nearly ready for launchingand all her water casks and every
material of cooper work were ready to
go on board.

* *
The sloop-of-war Argus lay at the

wharf with all her armament and equipmenton hoard except her sails, which
were in the sail. loft. Her powder had
not been put aboard. A war schooner.
the Lynx.was in some way not destroyedby the flames, but her foremast
was carried away by the great storm of
August 25, the day which followed the
night of sack and pillage. That storm,
which swept over Washington while the
British were still in the city, is one of
the historic storms of the Capital. One
large and one small row-galley, both
armed, rigged and prepared for service,
and three heavy armed scows with their
guns on board were also destroyed by
the fire, which was set to the yard under
direct orders from Commodore Tingey
by command from the Secretary of the
JNavy.
The hulls of three old warships were

also destroyed by the flames. They
were the frigates Boston, New York
and Gen. Green.
The buildings destroyed at the yard

were the mast shed and the timber
shed, the joiners' and boat builders'
shops and mold loft, all the offices, the
medical store, the plumbers' and smiths'
shops, the block makers' shop, the
sawmill and the block mill, with their
whole apparatus and tools; the buildingfor the steam engine and all the
combustible parts of the machinery and
materials, the rigging loft and tho
apartments of the master and boatswainof the yard, with their furniture.Other buildings destroyed were

the gun carriage makers' and painters'
shop, with all#their materials and tools,
and the storehouses burned were the
provisions stores, gunners' and ordnancestores, cordage store and sail
loft.
Continuing the detail of the losses at

the yard. Commodore Tingey in his reportincludes "the navy storekeeper's
detail-issuing stores, containing in
their different apartments a large
quantity of new canvas, twine, lines,
bunting and colors. All our stock of
mathematical instruments and nautical
apparatus appertaining to navigation,
shipchandlery, tools, nails, oils, paints,
etc., had escaped through the night the
effect of the Are, but it was flred by
the enemy on the succeeding morning,
the 25th, and entirely consumed, with
all its contents, as were also the coopers'shops, two small timber sheds and
that in which our tar, pitch, resin, etc.,
were deposited. The general loss of our

ersity o
> Efforts to Keep the
reat Service at a Per
lonthly Publications.
3me Stupendous Staperhaps

forgotten material which.
whenever the subject comes up again,
may be earnestly desired.
"Few realize what a wide range of

information.scientific, technical, political.historical, biographical and philosophical.iscovered in what are known
as House and Senate public documents.
A senator or representative is attractedby an essay, a paper, a monograph,
a speech, containing material of valtie.
To preserve it in type and to secure its
wide circulation, as well as having it
handy for reference, he has it printed
as a public document. Hundreds of
these are printed at every session.

*
* *

"To assist the seeker after informationwe print a nionthly catalogue of
public documents, giving full informationabout each. Then, biennially, we
print a catalogue of pliblic documents,
or comprehensive index, arranged on
the dictionary plan, so that in one alphabeta book, pamphlet or article
may be located by author, by the bureauresponsible for it or by subject.
"Then, for each session, we issue the

document list, or consolidated index,
for that session. Further, we have in
print a check list of public documents,
congressional, from 1789 to 1909, a list
of all documents published by the government,classified by department, bureauand series. Of course, we have
not all of these documents on hand for
sale, but the index is such that they
may be located in the Library of Congressor other libraries where those
documents are preserved.
"Thus.it is not too broad a statementto make.we have or can direct

the student to the printed record of
every important act of the government
since the republic was established
"under the Constitution, as well as to
the printed record of every bit of informationthis great machinery of government.in its multitudinous activities.has obtained.
"Congressional printing, aside from

the Record, is a huge undertaking. All
the 30,000 and mdre bills introduced
each session have to De printed, some
of them as many as half a dozen times
as1 amendments are made; all of the
committee reports and all the committeehearings also have to be turned
out rapidly. By committee hearings I
mean the stenographic report of testimonytaken before the appropriating,
investigating and other important
committees. Day by day these must
be put into print with the utmost
speed, that they may be available on
the committee's table the following
^
"Aside from all this, we must not forgetthe stationery printing that this

office does. One item is the production

mm

A RUIN NEAR DIFFICULT I

papers prevents the possibility of J<
forming- a just estimate of the loss in lu
the mechanical departments heretofore th
enumerated. Of that relative to the fo
stores on hand it is presumed a toler- le
ably accurate estimate may be formed, ot
and will be the subject of a future S«
communication, which shall be trans- d«
mitted as soon as it is possible to ef- Ti
feet." w

There would seem to have been some th
irregular conduct at the yard, for CommodoreTingey says that on his return hi
to the yard August 26 he "had the si
mortification to observe that the pro- id
visions that had been loaded on board h«
the old gunboat No. 140 (and with in
which she had grounded in endeavor- th
ing to get out of the branch on th.e ci
24th) had become a prey to numerous th
unauthorized persons, some of whom, bi
however, instantly offered to deliver ar

up all in their possession, which was cc

subsequently done, but several barrels fc
are yet to be accounted for." He re- yz
ports that "A subject of still greater th
regret is the loss of 200 barrels of
powder, which were instantly and un- ri
authorizedly taken out of the magazine fli
and chiefly thrown into the water, the ti
cause of which, however, being under ai
investigation by a court-martial on the ta
corporal of the marine guard there, I ei
forbfear to enlarge on the subject, as ti
my feelings would dictate." fa
Chaplain H. B. Kibben, in his "His- G

tory of the Washington Navy Yard," fr
wrote the following interesting para- or

graph: bt
"The capture of Washington and the

consequent destruction of public prop- s<

erty deeply humiliated and exasperated n?
the public mind, and as usual in such or
circumstances the blame of our misfor- nt
tune was sought everywhere except J<
where it belonged.viz., in the neglect w
of Congress to provide against the pos- er

sibility even-of an attempt on the part of
of the enemy to invade the District of ui
Columbia. In a history of the invasion si
of Washington, published by Maj. fa

f United
of considerably more than a billion fo
postal cards a year. Also for the Post N
Office Department, nearly half a mil- dc
lion money order books, containing: Pi
more than ninety-five million separate la
blanks. ns

"Under the heading: of letter heads, fu
note heads, envelopes, specification cii
blanks, schedules and similar bits of ar

job work, during the year we turn out
more than one and three-quarter billionseparate pieces. Blank books figureup considerable more than a mil- ^
lion in the course of a year. It is use- ^
less to burden you with more figures;
these should give some idea of the ®*:
amount of work done. ta
"This plant in which we work, cover- pfi

ing thirteen and a half acres, is just
about an ideal workshop, for it was

built in 1904, and arranged with espe- la

cial thoughtfulness for the health and I
comfort of the employes. An emer- th

gency hospital, well equipped, and a ofl
restroom for women are provided, Un- n«

cle Sam thus setting an example for so

other employers. Every man and wornanin the place, from the deputy public oy

printer down, is in the civil service. Ht

The scale of pay approximates the ur

union scale, with the night scale 20 per
cent higher than the scale for day *-

work. Each employe is entitled to
JX . laovp de

uuriy ua.» o auuua. .

"The machinery of the plant is com- ^
plete and thoroughly up-to-date. It
has to be to permit us to maintain the to®

high standard of efficiency. One comparativelyrecent addition is the in- an

stallation of a thirty-inch belt con- ^

veyor, operating through a seven-foot
tunnel, connecting the printing office
with the new city post office. This is a pli

great help in handling our mails, which jn
are not inconsiderable as you will ,n

realize when I tell you that we mail
out from the document room alone t!l
more than forty-two million documents
in the course of a year." jjjj

* CO
* * an

What manner of man is this who di- be

rects this huge establishment, and why no

is he public printer?
First off, he is a printer. He has kn

been a printer ever since he was ap- Ca

prenticed to the trade away back in W;

1882, when he was fifteen years old,
just out of the Hoboken, N. J., high
school. Job printer and news printer
and foreman of a big office he has had
wide experience. But, over and above fw

"" nnritv for
ail Ilia l, 11*5 naa a. unvu'w. 1

leadership, for getting other men to do se<

what he wants done, which is the test
of executive ability. Somehow, he alwaysgets to be president of whatever
organization he joins, just as he has
been president of the Hoboken TypographicalUnion for many, many years
.and he has joined many organizationssince then.
Some men achieve leadership by

dominating, by commanding. Others by /r*
gentler and persuasive methods. To the
latter class belongs Cornelius Ford. A
Celtic twinkle in his eyes, a touch of Celtic eJ
humor in his speech, a persuasive quality
in hlB manner, these give the hints as to pe
his strength in leadership. A labor leader ha
he has been for long, a "square" labor
leader, and a cool-headed one. Moreover, ai

a man of opinions and determination, un- P®1
afraid. An instance: '

Not many years ago there swept through wi
trades unionism an agitation against ke
the National Guard, or organized militia, sir
One element sought to put the ban on a

union man joining the citizen soldiery. Pe
Whereupon Cornelius Ford, one of the tui

}

I

\ <&iiu a- iut4l jeans, vcquiniie uio nunrytraining: that he thinks every
lystcaJly fit American citizen should
ssess. That was his answer to the action.
Mr. Ford served his apprenticeship in
e printing trade in a New York job
fice, ultimately going into a Hoboken
wspaper and job plant, where for
me seventeen or eighteen years hs
3rked, and where he varied his work
extensive writing on labor topics,

is prominence in the typographical
lion caused him to become the union's
presentative in th« Hudson County
intral Labor Council.
For fifteen terms he served as presintof that council and as representa/*in that district of the American
(deration of Labor. For eleven years
was president of the State Federa>nof Labor. In that time he handled

id settled many laoor disputes.
V man of family, he has nine children
ring.Ave daughters and four sons.
ith a little grave to mark the resting
ace of a tenth child. He took a keen
terest in educational and civic work
Hoboken, and for four years was a
smber of the board of education in
at city.
n 1910, 1911 and 1912 he served his
strict as a member of the New Jersey
?islature, there coming in frequent
ntact with Gov. Woodrow Wilson,
long whose supporters he was numred,and with Joseph P. Tumulty,
w secretary to the President, who
is also a member of the legislature.
\ Wilson and Mr. Tumulty got to
ow him well and to appreciate his
pabilities. And that brought him to
ashington as public printer.

ASHMUN BROWN.

Sunday Golf.
jTRS. R. H. BARLOW, golf champion
II of Philadelphia, sat at dinner at a
i-fronting villa beside a clergyman.
Mrs. Barlow," said the clergyman,
hat is your opinion of Sunday golf?"
Well," Mrs Barlow answered, "my
lnion is that if the players don't
ed a rest the links do."

Hard Riding.
IFFORD PINCHOT, on hie return

* irom urennanyt bciiu iu f»K

sorter:
'Militarism is riding: the German
ople hard. It has been riding them
rd, in fact, for fifty yeara MlllMemin its treatment of the German
ople reminds me of Mrs. Peck.
' 'My dear,' said Henry Peck to hie
fe In timid remonstrance, "you've
pt my npse to the grindstone ever
ice our marriage back in '#4.'
" 'I've done more than that,' lira,
ck grimly answered. 'I've made you
rn the grindstone, too,'"

LITN ON THE POTOMAC.
>hn S. Williams, an officer of the Co*
mbian brigade in the war of ISIS*
te author, though charging our misrtuneoriginally, as we do, to the negctof Congress, finds fault also In
her directions, especially with the
scretary of the Navy for ordering the
?struction of the yard, and with Capt.
ngey for the 'unyielding disposition'
hich he displayed in the execution of
ie order.
"The author, in common with later
storians who have written upon this
ibject, is stror.gly imbued with the
ea that if we had not so hastily
>lped the enemy by anticipating their
tentions and doing their work for
iem,- that in their haste to leave the
ty, or by some fortunate accident,
ey might have neglected or failed to
lrn the navy yard with its property
id shipping. He therefore strongly
indemns the Secretary of the Navy
>r ordering the destruction of the
ird in the event of our defeat, and
links that the reason given by the
icretary for the order will appear
diculous to any one not under the lnaenceof panic. That this condemnsonis both unreasonable and unjust
)pears first in the fact that the Secre.rycould not know certainly that the
lemy would remain in the city only
venty-four hours; secondly, lit the
Let that the assumption or hope that
en. Ross, in his haste to get away
om the city, might have overlooked
forgotten the navy yard is utterly

In reply to a letter of Joseph Ander>n,chairman of the congressional
ival committee, inquiring "by whose
ders and under what authority the
ivy yard was set on Are," Secretary
>nes officially states that the order
as the result of a consultation of the
itire cabinet, held on the morning of
the 24th of August, in which it was

lanimously resolved to destroy the
lipping and stores to prevent them
lling into the hands of the enemy.

I States
remost labor leaders in hie state of
ew Jersey, rose up and combated such
ictrine. He held with the theory which
resident Wilson aptly expressed in hie
test address to Congress, that the
ition's military dependence "in the
ture, as in the past, must be in e
tisenry trained and accustomed to
TOB."

a
a a

Whereupon, thoroughly to express htnv
If. Cornelius Ford joined the National
lard of New Jersey, in which he spent


